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Mandarin Immersion Program Acknowledgement  
Achieving bilingualism, biliteracy and biculturalism is a long-term commitment. Doss Elementary 
School is committed to providing a Mandarin Chinese Immersion experience and an opportunity 
for your child to obtain a high level of proficiency in Chinese while learning the required grade 
level state standards.  
 
Parents and students are expected to read the Mandarin Chinese Immersion Handbook and 
return the acknowledgement form by the communicated deadline. 

Students 

● Commit to the program throughout the elementary school grades. 
● Maintain a high record of attendance. 
● Serve as a positive role model and representative of our school and its program. 
● Actively participate in target language activities (including performances and showcases). 
● Commit to practicing Mandarin Chinese daily within and out of the school building. 

Parents: 

● Enroll the child in the Doss Mandarin Chinese Immersion program for the next five or six years.  
● Ensure that the child attends school everyday and is brought to school on time and picked up on 

time. 
● Help the child in developing literacy and content knowledge through participation in a rigorous 

curriculum developed in two languages by supporting and encouraging the child to do his or her 
best every school day. 

● Attend parent conferences and workshops and support the school by actively participating in 
school activities. 

● Cooperate and play a key role in the academic, linguistic and social-emotional development of 
the child by communicating frequently with the classroom teachers. 

● Agree to have the child assessed for language proficiency in English and the target language, 
along with other yearly academic assessments. 

● Commit to supporting the student in their language development within and out of the school 
building.  

Teachers 

● Set high academic expectations that will engage all in preparation for post-secondary success in 
bilingual, bicultural and biliterate global society. 

● Prepare and deliver instruction in the target language in order to provide academically rigorous 
material to promote student learning and achievement. 

● Engage parents in the learning process to ensure student success for each student 
 

After you have reviewed this handbook with your child, please sign and date the enclosed 
Acknowledgement of Distribution of Mandarin Chinese Immersion Program Handbook and 
return it to the school’s registrar with the commitment letter (page 23).  
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SPECIAL PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
EHBK (Regulation): The many elementary school foreign language programs vary in goals and 
outcomes. The following program models are listed in order of increasing intensity:  

● Foreign Language Experience (FLEX); 
● Foreign Language in Elementary Schools (FLES);  
● Content-based FLES; and  
● Partial and full immersion.  

 
The partial immersion model in AISD will be known as the Foreign Language Immersion (FLI) 
model. This FLI model is what will be implemented at Doss Elementary.  
 
Students participating in these foreign language programs are not subject to provisions outlined 
in Chapter 89 of the Texas Administrative Code as this is an elective special program. 
 
The FLI model supports primarily English dominant students to become bilingual, bicultural and 
biliterate in English and a partner language where half of the school day is taught in English 
(English, language arts and social studies) and the other half is taught in the partner language 
(mathematics and science). The language is the vehicle through which the regular 
school curriculum is delivered and taught. [EHBK (Regulation)]. 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of FLI is as follows: 

1. Students will develop a high level of proficiency in the foreign language. 
2. Students will develop positive attitudes toward those who speak the foreign language  
and toward the culture(s). 
3. Students will develop English language skills commensurate with 
expectations for student's age and abilities. 
4. Students will gain skills and knowledge in the content areas of the 
curriculum in keeping with curricular stated objectives in these areas. 
[EHBK (Regulation)] 

 
The core content curriculum remains the same whether presented in English or Mandarin 
Chinese. Only the language of instruction changes in the delivery of the content.  
 
The Doss Elementary foreign language immersion (FLI) program is designed for high academic 
content in all areas. Goals for the program include bilingualism, biliteracy and biculturalism to 
create well rounded global conscious students. Students attain high levels of proficiency in both 
English and Mandarin Chinese while learning grade level academic content. 
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According to a growing body of research, knowledge that one acquires through one language 
will pave the way for knowledge acquisition in the second language (Cummins, 1981, 1989, & 
1994; Thomas & Collier, 1997). Furthermore, the sociocultural benefits of knowing more than 
one language include a greater understanding and tolerance, as well as an appreciation and 
respect for cultural differences (Cloud, Genesee, & Hamayan, 2000).  

Instructional Model  
Austin ISD FLI K-5 implements a 50/50 model. 
 

● Students spend 50% of their day in English and 50% of their day immersed in Mandarin 
Chinese. 

● Instruction is delivered in only one language at a time without translation. 
● Two teacher model: Teacher A delivers instruction in English and Teacher B in Mandarin 

Chinese. Students switch classes in the middle of the day. 
● Literacy and academic content are taught daily in English and Mandarin Chinese. 
● Students participate in specials classes weekly (P.E., Art, Music, etc.) 

 
“Separation of languages for instruction helps promote language development” (Izquierdo, 2010).  

 
*Content area in most cases is Science. Social Studies is embedded into English Language Arts. 

[Chart from Utah Dual Language Immersion] 
 
The FLI model supports primarily English dominant students to become bilingual, bicultural and 
biliterate in English and a partner language where the half of the school day is taught in English 
(English Language Arts, Social Studies) and the other half is taught in the partner language 
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(Math, Science, Chinese Literacy). The language is the vehicle through which the regular school 
curriculum is delivered and taught. [EHBK (Regulation)] 

Target Language Use (TL)  

Teacher Target Language Use  

● Mandarin teachers will communicate in Mandarin Chinese in the classroom at all times 
to ensure the fidelity of the immersion instructional model. 

● Teachers will communicate in the target language in front of students within and out of 
the school building.  

● Partner English teacher will work collaboratively with partner Mandarin teacher to help 
support vocabulary or content reinforcement.  

Student Target Language Use  

● Students will communicate in the target language according to their level of proficiency 
within the school building.  

● Students are encouraged to communicate in Mandarin Chinese outside the classroom 
and to seek out opportunities to practice with other Mandarin speakers.  

Enrollment 
Enrollment in the FLI program begins at the Kindergarten level and will continue without 
interruption through the elementary grades. 
 
If a space opens up after the end of the school year, but before the beginning of the next school 
year, a student can apply and test during the AISD August registration period meeting the above 
requirements. A student that does not show language proficiency will not be allowed to enter the 
FLI program after Kindergarten. For grades 1-5 availability, a student will be allowed to enter the 
program if the student is transferring from another immersion program (of the same target 
language) and if he/she performs satisfactorily on a language proficiency exam in the target 
language and completes an interview with the teacher. The student will need to show 
proficiency that meets or exceeds the proficiency level of their peers. The District will use a 
state- or District-approved language proficiency test for all students in FLI programs to establish 
a baseline and to monitor data in both English and the target language.  

Eligibility & Registration Requirements  
 
Any student in the Doss Elementary attendance zone is eligible to apply as long as the program 
is made available to that particular grade level. Current Doss Elementary staff members are also 
eligible to submit a student application. For transfers please see Transfers at the top of page 8. 
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In accordance with law, access to the elementary school foreign language programs shall not 
be based on race, creed, color, religious affiliation, age, or disability. [See EHBE (LEGAL)]  
 
Parents who wish their children to participate in the FLI program will be required to attend a 
parent meeting and submit an application. Once selected, parents will need to sign a 
commitment letter (page 11).  
 
A sibling curriculum transfer request for the FLI program will be allowed if space and staff are 
available at the sibling’s grade level. [See FDB]. Preference is given to families with siblings that 
are currently enrolled or have successfully completed the program. If a sibling does not 
successfully complete the program and/or un-enrolls, the other sibling student is not given an 
automatic admission to the program.  
 
A student in a FLI program (same target language) who moves to a different attendance zone or 
returns to the home school will have priority and will be allowed to enroll in the FLI program if 
there is space and staff available.This student will be expected to perform at proficiency targets 
set for that grade level.  

Application & Lottery Process 
Parents will submit applications for the FLI program by the end of February or early March. At 
this time, each school will determine if a lottery will need to be conducted in order to fill the 
available spaces in the FLI program.  
 
The District shall conduct a lottery when applications to the FLI program exceed the number of 
spaces available. The number of spaces available are determined by the campus and may vary 
depending on registration numbers for the entire grade level. After the lottery, the students who 
are not admitted into the FLI program will be placed on a waiting list. If a space becomes 
available, the principal will use the waiting list to fill the empty spaces for the remainder of the 
academic year. [EHBK (Regulation)]  This waitlist only applies for the current kindergarten year 
and does not carry over into the following academic year.  

Appeal Process 

The District or campus will notify parents of the outcome of the lottery via a letter. If a parent is 
not satisfied with the outcome, the parent may appeal in writing to the coordinator of world 
languages/executive director of special programs within 15 business days after the date of the 
letter. In consultation with the principal, the coordinator will determine acceptance or denial of 
the appeal and will inform the parent, in writing, of the decision. [EHBK(Regulation)] 
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Transfers [EHBK (Local)] (See eligibility and registration) 

If there is space available for students outside the school’s attendance zone, such students may 
apply for a transfer in order to participate in the FLI program. Upon admittance to the FLI 
program, the District will issue a curriculum transfer. A student on a curriculum transfer for the 
FLI program must abide by the District transfer policy. [See FDB(LOCAL)] If the school is not 
open to transfers, this does not apply.  

K - 8 Performance Toward Proficiency Grade Level Targets  
Austin ISD Foreign Language Immersion Proficiency Targets: Mandarin Chinese 

Grade Listening Speaking Reading Writing 
Kinder Novice Mid Novice Low N/A N/A 

1 Novice High Novice Mid N/A N/A 
2 Intermediate Low Novice High N/A N/A 
3 Intermediate Low Novice High N/A N/A 
4 Intermediate Low Novice High Novice High Novice High 
5 Intermediate Low Novice High Novice High Novice High 
6 Intermediate Low Intermediate Low Intermediate Low Intermediate Low 
7 Intermediate Mid Intermediate Low Intermediate Low Intermediate Low 
8 Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid 
9 Intermediate High Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid 
10 Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate High 
11 Advanced Low Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate High 
12 Advanced Low Advanced Low Advanced Low Advanced Low 

Created by T. Dong. Adapted by E. Barbier. From from Utah Dual Language Immersion 

TEKS for LOTE (Languages Other Than English)-- Adopted in April 2014 
*For Logographic Languages 
 

 Listening/Speaking Reading/Writing 
Level I Novice Mid to Novice High Novice Mid 
Level II Novice High to Intermediate Low Novice Mid to Novice High 
Level III Intermediate Low to Intermediate Mid Novice High to Intermediate Low 
Level IV Intermediate Mid to Intermediate High Intermediate Low to Intermediate Mid 
Level V Intermediate High to Advanced Low Intermediate Mid to Intermediate High 
Level VI Advanced Low to Advanced Mid Intermediate High to Advanced Low 
Level VII Advanced Mid to Advanced High Advanced Low to Advanced Mid 
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Curriculum  
 
Doss Elementary Mandarin Chinese Immersion Program teachers are responsible for creating 
materials and lessons that correspond with Texas state standards. Teachers will meet as a 
vertical team periodically throughout the school year to align and plan. Teachers will also work 
collaboratively with the district world language coordinator in order to keep up with best teaching 
practices, to track student progress and FLI program data. Teachers will also plan with their 
grade level team to ensure their students gain skills and knowledge in the content areas of the 
curriculum in keeping with curricular stated objectives in these areas. Both target language 
teacher and partner English teacher will plan and coordinate together in order to best serve their 
students.  
 
Mandarin Immersion Program families are expected to complete homework and assignments to 
maintain the integrity of the program. District purchased or school purchased materials will be 
readily accessible to FLI students. Report cards will indicate which courses are taught in 
Mandarin Chinese.  

Assessments 
● Grades K-2 

○ ELLOPA (Early Language Listening and Oral Proficiency Assessment) tests 
oracy (speaking), vocabulary and listening comprehension. 

○ ELLOPA interviews are conducted in April or May.  
○ ELLOPA Rubric: Appendix B  

● Grades 3-5 
○ AAPPL (ACTFL Assessment of Performance Towards Proficiency in Languages 
○ The AAPPL exam is given in April or May 

■ Grade 3: Speaking, Listening, Reading 
■ Grades 4-5: Spealing, Listening, Reading and Writing 
■ AAPPL Assessment information: Appendix C 

Proficiency Reports 
Proficiency Report data will be communicated with parents at the end of the Spring semester. 
Teachers and families will use this data to best determine areas for students to improve on. 
Refer to Proficiency Reports sample: Appendix D 

Delivery of Instruction 
See Instructional Model and Target Language Use 
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Frequently Asked Questions  
 
Question: Will MCI students be at their grade level in Chinese to their counterparts in 
China/Taiwan? 
Answer: No.Here are some of the facts: objectively an immersion program aims to teach children 100-150 
characters a year for 5-6 years. That is a range of about 500-900 characters at the end of the program, 
assuming 100% retention. In Taiwan, for the 1st grade, they are expected to know 400-600 characters. 
By 2nd grade, they are expected to know 800-1200 characters. In China, by the end of 2nd grade, they 
are expected to know 1600 characters. 
 
Question: What if students struggle with Chinese? 
Answer: Young children are remarkably adaptive, with the cognitive flexibility to pick up a second 
language quickly. Our teachers undergo rigorous training to ensure they implement best practices in 
immersion education and have the skills necessary to ensure students' success. It is reasonable, 
however, to expect a period of frustration on the student's part as they spend a large percentage of their 
day immersed in a language with which they are not familiar. However, experience has shown that 
students quickly adapt and begin using the language comfortably in classroom and social situations.  
 
Question: If I don't speak Mandarin, how will I be able to help my child with their 
homework? 
Answer: The purpose of homework is to offer students an opportunity to extend their learning and practice 
skills gained during the instructional day; a student will never come home and leave you responsible for 
teaching new material. However, they must complete their homework to continue practicing. Online 
support includes many digital resources such as Quizlet or audio recordings. Whether you speak the 
immersion language or not, the best way to support your student is by creating a supportive learning 
environment in the language of the home. This literacy-rich foundation is built as you read, write, listen 
and talk to your student in your own language and culture, building a bond of learning with them.Support 
your student in the language of the home. Read with them in your native language daily. Ask your student 
open-ended questions about what they are learning in school. Encourage curiosity by teaching them to 
question the world around them.  
 
Question: Which grade levels accepts students? 
Answer: Kindergarten accepts applications yearly. All other grades are on a space available basis, for 
Kindergarten, students require no previous experience with Mandarin. Students entering 1st grade and 
above must demonstrate proficiency in Mandarin Chinese as evaluated by our teachers to be included in 
the lottery process. (refer to Enrollment, on page 6). 
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Sample Parental Commitment Letter 
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APPENDIX A: ACTFl Proficiency Guidelines 

ACTFL Pyramid 
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ACTFL Proficiency Levels 

Speaking: 
Novice:Novice-level speakers can communicate short messages on highly predictable, everyday topics 
that affect them directly. They do so primarily through the use of isolated words and phrases that have 
been encountered, memorized, and recalled. Novice-level speakers may be difficult to understand even 
by the most sympathetic interlocutors accustomed to non-native speech. 
 
Intermediate: Speakers at the Intermediate level are distinguished primarily by their ability to create with 
the language when talking about familiar topics related to their daily life. They are able to recombine 
learned material in order to express personal meaning. Intermediate-level speakers can ask simple 
questions and can handle a straightforward survival situation. They produce sentence-level language, 
ranging from discrete sentences to strings of sentences, typically in present time. Intermediate-level 
speakers are understood by interlocutors who are accustomed to dealing with non-native learners of the 
language. 
 
Advanced: Speakers at the advanced level engage in conversation in a clearly participatory manner in 
order to communicate information on autobiographical topics, as well as topics of community, national, or 
international interest. The topics are handled concretely by means of narration and description in the 
major time frames of past, present, and future. These speakers can also deal with a social situation with 
an unexpected complication. The language of Advanced-level speakers is abundant, the oral paragraph 
being the measure of Advanced-level length and discourse. Advanced-level speakers have sufficient 
control of basic structures and generic vocabulary to be understood by native speakers of the language, 
including those unaccustomed to non-native speech. 

Listening: 
Novice:At the Novice level, listeners can understand key words, true aural cognates, and formulaic 
expressions that are highly contextualized and highly predictable, such as those found in introductions 
and basic courtesies. 
 
Novice-level listeners understand words and phrases from simple questions, statements, and 
high-frequency commands. They typically require repetition, rephrasing and/or a slowed rate of speech 
for comprehension. They rely heavily on extralinguistic support to derive meaning. 
Novice-level listeners are most accurate when they are able to recognize speech that they can anticipate. 
In this way, these listeners tend to recognize rather than truly comprehend. Their listening is largely 
dependent on factors other than the message itself. 
 
Intermediate:  At the Intermediate level, listeners can understand information conveyed in simple, 
sentence-length speech on familiar or everyday topics. They are generally able to comprehend one 
utterance at a time while engaged in face-to-face conversations or in routine listening tasks such as 
understanding highly contextualized messages, straightforward announcements, or simple instructions 
and directions. Listeners rely heavily on redundancy, restatement, paraphrasing, and contextual clues. 
Intermediate-level listeners understand speech that conveys basic information. This speech is simple, 
minimally connected, and contains high-frequency vocabulary. 
Intermediate-level listeners are most accurate in their comprehension when getting meaning from simple, 
straightforward speech. They are able to comprehend messages found in highly familiar everyday 
contexts. Intermediate listeners require a controlled listening environment where they hear what they may 
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expect to hear 
 
Advanced: At the Advanced Low sublevel, listeners are able to understand short conventional narrative 
and descriptive texts with a clear underlying structure though their comprehension may be uneven. The 
listener understands the main facts and some supporting details. Comprehension may often derive 
primarily from situational and subject-matter knowledge. 

Reading: 
Novice: At the Novice level, readers can understand key words and cognates, as well as formulaic 
phrases that are highly contextualized. 
Novice-level readers are able to get a limited amount of information from highly predictable texts in which 
the topic or context is very familiar, such as a hotel bill, a credit card receipt or a weather map. Readers at 
the Novice level may rely heavily on their own background knowledge and extralinguistic support (such as 
the imagery on the weather map or the format of a credit card bill) to derive meaning. 
Readers at the Novice level are best able to understand a text when they are able to anticipate the 
information in the text. At the Novice level, recognition of key words, cognates, and formulaic phrases 
makes comprehension possible 
 
Intermediate: At the Intermediate level, readers can understand information conveyed in simple, 
predictable, loosely connected texts. Readers rely heavily on contextual clues. They can most easily 
understand information if the format of the text is familiar, such as in a weather report or a social 
announcement. 
Intermediate-level readers are able to understand texts that convey basic information such as that found 
in announcements, notices, and online bulletin boards and forums. These texts are non-complex and 
have a predictable pattern of presentation. The discourse is minimally connected and primarily organized 
in individual sentences and strings of sentences containing predominantly high-frequency vocabulary. 
Intermediate-level readers are most accurate when getting meaning from simple, straightforward texts. 
They are able to understand messages found in highly familiar, everyday contexts. At this level, readers 
may not fully understand texts that are detailed or those texts in which knowledge of language structures 
is essential in order to understand sequencing, time frame, and chronology. 
 
Advanced:.At the Advanced Low sublevel, readers are able to understand conventional narrative and 
descriptive texts with a clear underlying structure though their comprehension may be uneven. These 
texts predominantly contain high-frequency vocabulary and structures. Readers understand the main 
ideas, and some supporting details. Comprehension may often derive primarily from situational and 
subject-matter knowledge. Readers at this level will be challenged to comprehend more complex texts. 

Writing: 
Novice:Writers at the Novice level are characterized by the ability to produce lists and notes, primarily by 
writing words and phrases. They can provide limited formulaic information on simple forms and 
documents. These writers can reproduce practiced material to convey the most simple messages. In 
addition, they can transcribe familiar words or phrases, copy letters of the alphabet or syllables of a 
syllabary, or reproduce basic characters with some accuracy. 
 
Intermediate:  Writers at the Intermediate level are characterized by the ability to meet practical writing 
needs, such as simple messages and letters, requests for information, and notes. In addition, they can 
ask and respond to simple questions in writing. These writers can create with the language and 
communicate simple facts and ideas in a series of loosely connected sentences on topics of personal 
interest and social needs. They write primarily in present time. At this level, writers use basic vocabulary 
and structures to express meaning that is comprehensible to those accustomed to the writing of 
non-natives. 
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Advanced: Writers at the Advanced Low sublevel are able to meet basic work and/or academic writing 
needs. They demonstrate the ability to narrate and describe in major time frames with some control of 
aspect. They are able to compose simple summaries on familiar topics. Advanced Low writers are able to 
combine and link sentences into texts of paragraph length and structure. Their writing, while adequate to 
satisfy the criteria of the Advanced level, may not be substantive. Writers at the Advanced Low sublevel 
demonstrate the ability to incorporate a limited number of cohesive devices, and may resort to some 
redundancy and awkward repetition. They rely on patterns of oral discourse and the writing style of their 
first language. These writers demonstrate minimal control of common structures and vocabulary 
associated with the Advanced level. Their writing is understood by natives not accustomed to the writing 
of non-natives, although some additional effort may be required in the reading of the text. When 
attempting to perform functions at the Superior level, their writing will deteriorate significantly. 
 
 
For more information, visit the ACTFL website: 
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/public/ACTFLProficiencyGuidelines2012_FINAL.pdf 
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APPENDIX B: ELLOPA 

 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1kKMGiUfcgxOW03anZ5SmZreE0/view?usp=sharing 
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 APPENDIX C: AAPPL Rating 
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https://www.languagetesting.com/lti-for-organizations/k-12-aappl 
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APPENDIX D: Proficiency Reports Sample 
Adapted from Utah Dual Language Immersion 
Reports for each grade level are available through the district’s World Language department.
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Acknowledgement of Electronic Distribution of Doss Elementary 
School Mandarin Chinese Immersion Handbook  
 

Dear Students and Parent(s)/Legal guardian(s):  
 
We know that you share Austin ISD’s priority of providing a high caliber FLI program that 
graduates students who will attain high levels of proficiency in both English and Mandarin 
Chinese while learning grade level academic content.  
 

In order to help us reach this goal we ask you to please read and review this Mandarin Chinese 
Immersion Program Handbook. In our continued efforts to be as efficient as possible, the Doss 
Elementary School’s website is the primary source for access to the handbook. We want to 
ensure that every Doss Mandarin Chinese Immersion family and student has the opportunity to 
access the information contained within this handbook. Families who do not have Internet 
access can receive a copy upon request at any time during the school year by requesting one 
from Doss’ front office. We are requiring that a parent or legal guardian of every student 
complete the requested information below and return it to your school’s administrative team. 
This form along with the signed parental commitment letter (page 10) will remain in your child’s 
cumulative folder.  
 

______ I acknowledge that I can electronically access the Doss Elementary School Mandarin 
Chinese Immersion Handbook by visiting this Internet address: 
http://www.dosspta.org/school/mandarin-immersion-program/ 
 

 ______ I acknowledge that I can obtain a paper copy by visiting the administrative office of 
Doss Elementary. This handbook will be available in the school’s administrative office.  
 

You are responsible for reading the rules, expectations and other information contained herein 
and signing and returning this acknowledgement form. All students will be held accountable for 
their behavior and will be subject to disciplinary consequences outlined in this handbook. 
 
Student Name (Printed): ___________________________ID#: ______________Grade: ____ 
 

Student Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ___________  

 

Parent/Legal guardian Signature:  

______________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Parent/Legal guardian Signature:  

______________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
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